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21 December 1859

Holland, Michigan

At a consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church, Elder Teunis Keppel presided in the
absence of the pastor, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, who was still out East fund-raising. Rev.
Giles van de Wall was present. The pastor requested the consistory's permission to stay longer
out East. "The consistory judges that this request must be granted. Some of the brothers,
however, express their consternation, because no permission was asked and no time specifically
specified. Whereupon, it was decided that the resolution will contain language expressing this
feeling." Van de Wall wrote the resolution that was accepted by the consistory. Van de Wall
would also help out with the preaching as well as Rev. Pieter J. Oggel if he were staying around.
The pews will be rented out this year on 31 December. Members who cannot afford to pay are to
check with Deacon Te Roller prior to that date.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 119-120.
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Consistory Meeting of December 21, 1859
Present: Ploeg, Labots, Keppel, Wakker, de Vries, Plugger, and te Roller; as well as Rev.
van de Wall.
The meeting was opened by Rev, van de Wall.
ARTICLE 1 — Rev, van de Wall was requested to function as a member of the consistory.
He expresses his thanks for the honor bestowed upon him, but declines on the ground that
the congregation had not authorized him to participate in the decisions.
ARTICLE 2— Brother Keppel was unanimously chosen to be chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes were read and it was judged that, in addition, there should be
mention made that 1) N. Fijn had declared that he would not be angry with any of his
accusers, and 2) that N. Fijn had acknowledged that he had given reasons for the
recurring rumors. The clerk, however, stated that he could not be responsible for the
inclusion of this twofold addition, because he had understood the declaration of Fijn
differently.
ARTICLE 4 — Rev. van de Wall reports, via a communication to Rev. Phelps from our
pastor, A. C. van Raalte, that Rev. van Raalte requests permission from the consistory to
labor for an unspecified time in the East, with the purpose of seeking to raise the
necessary funds. The consistory is also informed of the situations which make this action
requested by Rev. van Raalte necessary. The consistory judges that this request must be
granted. Some of the brothers, however, express their consternation, because no
permission was asked and no time specifically specified. Whereupon, it was decided that
the resolution will contain language expressing this feeling.
The Rev, van de Wall read a resolution which, with minor corrections, was accepted, and
the clerk was instructed to rewrite the missive and the chairman will sign it.
ARTICLE 5 — At the request of the consistory, Rev, van de Wall promises to preach here
part time during the absence of Rev. van Raalte.
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ARTICLE 6 — Wakker was appointed to request Rev. Oggel, in case he will be staying
here for some time, to preach for our congregation.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided that, because January 1 falls on a Sunday this year, the
pews will be rented out on December 31 at 1:30 P.M. Those who are unable to pay are to
present themselves to Brother te Roller before the 30th, so that a place may be granted
them. At the same time, arrangements will be made for the elderly and the deaf to have
suitable seating. This task was assigned to the deacons, and the clerk will see to the
necessary publicity before the Sunday in question.
ARTICLE 8 — It was decided that the students will retain the places reserved for them.
ARTICLE 9 — Rev, van de Wall proposes that at his expense a bench be made for him
and his family. It was decided that the Rev, will be given a place in the elders' bench,
and his wife and his daughter may choose two places in the women's section, wherever
they please.
ARTICLE 10 — The deacons were mandated to order printed receipts in connection with
the rental of the pews.
ARTICLE 11 — The absence of the other members of the consistory can be explained by
the unexpected calling of this meeting, which was not brought to their attention.
The meeting was closed by Brother Labots.
Keppel
Wakker, clerk

